18      CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

fifteenth century, more than once Speaker nof
the House of Commons, as Geoffrey's son,
but no mention is made of him by Chaucer
himself or by any of his contemporaries or
immediate successors. John of Gaunt paid
a considerable sum of money to place a certain
Elizabeth Chaucer in the nunnery of Barking
in 1381, but she is usually considered to have
been the poet's sister.

In 1367 Chaucer himself was granted a
pension of twenty marks a year for life, in
recognition of his services, and in 1368 (or,
according to Mr. G. C. Coulton, 1372) he was
promoted to be an Esquire of the royal house-
hold. The duties of an esquire seem better
suited to a poet than those of a valet: " These
Esquires of houshold of old be accustumed
winter & summer in afternoons & in eunings
to drawe to Lordes Chambres within Court,
there to keep honest company after there
Cunninge, in talking of Cronicles of Kinges &
of others pollicies, & in pipeing or harpinge,
songinges or other actes marcealls, to helpe to.
occupie the Court, & accompanie estraingers
till the time require of departing."

In 1369 a Geoffrey Chaucer was again with
the army in France, but no particular adven-
tures seem to have befallen him.